Building Your School
Counseling Program
Website for
Advocacy

Promote yourself, raise awareness on your program, and engage
with your target audience.

Genvieve Stephenson
School Counselor
Rock Island Elementary School, Fort Lauderdale,
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COPYRIGHT POLICY

All intellectual property rights in and to this webinar
("the Event"), the content and all materials
distributed at or in connection with the Event are
owned by the American School Counselor Association
(“ASCA”) and/or the Event sponsors or speakers
presenting at the Event. You may not use or
reproduce or allow anyone to use or reproduce, any
of ASCA’s trademarks, and/or any materials
distributed at or in connection with the Event for any
reason without the prior written permission of ASCA
and the presenting speaker.




LEARNING OBJECTIVES

After attending this session you will be able to:

1.




SESSION AGENDA

1 Introduction

1 Importance of a School Counseling Program Website
1 Setting Goals and Objectives

1 Website Platform Options

1 Design and Content Considerations

1 Practical Steps to Build a Website

1 Promoting and Maintaining the Website

1 Q&A Session

1 Conclusion




» Introduction-
“Two Truths and a
Lie”

lcebreaker Activity



Importance of a
 \Ji School Counseling
B Program Website




School Counselors,
ADVOCATE FOR

A private, appropriately-sized
1 counseling space

NOT bein rt of the
2. specials goEr)g’rion

3. NOT being testing coordinator

1] The freedom to choose or
- credte your own curriculum

5 Your services to NOT be
- written into IEP goadls
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IMPORTANCE OF ASCHOOL
COUNSELING PROGRAM WEBSITE
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Increased Invisibility

Student Empowerment

Enhanced Communication 24/7 Accessibility

Data Sharing

Parental Engagement Community Collaboration
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ADMINISTRATOR ADVANTAGE
OF ASCHOOL COUNSELING
PROGRAM WEBSITE

FUTURE
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SETTING CLEAR GOALS AND
OBJECTIVES FOR A SCHOOL
COUNSELING WEBSITE IS CRUCIAL
FOR ITS EFFECTIVENESS AND
SUCCESS IN SUPPORTING THE
SCHOOL COMMUNITY. -~




GOAL 1: IMPROVE ACCESS TO
COUNSELING RESOURCES AND
SUPPORT




GOAL 2: ENHANCE COMMUNICATION
AND ENGAGEMENT




GOAL 3: PROMOTE MENTAL
HEALTH AND WELL-BEING




GOAL 4: CENTRALIZE
EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES




GOAL 5: RAISE AWARENESS AND
ADVOCATE FOR SCHOOL
COUNSELING




REVIEW

Goal 1: Improve Access to Counseling Resourt
Support

Goal 2: Enhance Communication and Engage

Goal 3: Promote Mental Health and Well-bein

Goal 4: Centralize Educational Resources

Goal 5: Raise Awareness and Advocate for Sc
Counseling

You may have more than one goals



\‘ Website Platform
= Options



» User-friendly website builder that
offers a wide range of customizable
templates.

* ADI (Artificial Design Intelligence),
where all you have to do is answer a
few questions about your school or
teaching services, and the tool will
design your website for you (it
llte)rally took around oné minute for
me).

* Gives you unlimited pages.




. User-friendly website builder that
offers a drag-and-drop interface.

. Simple and straightforward website.

. Offers basic website analytics,
allowing school counselors to track
website traffic, visitor behavior, and
other important metrics.

. Allows school counselors to add

contact forms to their websites,
enabling visitors to reach out for
inquiries or to schedule appointments

easily.
weebly;



Quickly make an attractive website with
little guidance; Google keeps adding
features.

. The drag-and-drop editor is easy to use.

. Multiple users can collaborate on a

Google Site simultaneously, which is
beneficial for school counselors working
as a team to manage and update the
website.

. Mabile friendly and adjust to layout of
different devices.

. Access control: You can control who can

view and edit the site.

Google Sites




. Provides a simple and intuitive
drag-and-drop interface.

. Has pre-desighed Templates.

. Has mobile-friendly Designs.

. Enables collaboration with

colleagues or students in real-
time.

. Integrates with other social media

platforms in order to easily share
websites content with students,
parents, and colleagues.




Design and Content
Considerations




IT IS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT THAT
CLEAR AND CONCISE WEBSITE
CONTENT SHOULD ALIGN WITH THE
SCHOOL COUNSELING PROGRAM

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES.




Honey

 Welcome message from the school Im

counselor “one!

e Brief introduction to the school
counseling program

R »

e Highlight upcoming events and important
announcements

O AMERICAN
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BASIC CONTENT- ABOUT
THE COUNSELOR

w.
.




Overview of the counseling services offered

..can we
\:t'a”g,? Information on individual counseling, group
_ —counseling, and workshops

& How to schedule an appointment and the
confidentiality policy




Testimonials: {

Positive feedback and testimonials from « * *
students and parents

Stories of successful outcomes from counseling
services

°r " Contact Information:

Contact details for the school counselor
Office hours and availability for appointments
Emergency contact information and crisis
resources



SEL activities and links to Game based activities

Video links and Book recommendations

School Counseling Newsletters and Parent resource links
Utilize social media

Cultural and school counseling awareness day contests 4 4

"Ask Me Anything" Section

Talent Show Videos ,. ““S
Star Student of the Week/ Student of the Month BO

Mystery Riddles
Student/ Teacher ideas and suggestions

Links to websites and apps related to counseling and well-being





https://schoolcounselinghub.weebly.com/

F Practical Steps to
Build a Website




BASIC DO’S AND DON’TS OF YOUR WEBSITE

Do’s Don'ts

Update current information Outdated information

Simple fonts, words and tiles Too many fonts

Mixture of text sizes Large blocks of text

Basic counseling information Too much personal information
Use multimedia Too much reading

Easy navigation- consider organizing tabs | Not easily followed

Optimize for mobile devices neglect to test your site




Resources to help get started

Google Sites Training Wix Training
Resources

Weebly Training Resources



https://video.link/w/EV7l0PBZCEE
https://video.link/w/qsaoPBPevl8
https://video.link/w/IcBuoEsMBJo
https://video.link/w/KKqkybUJFFU
https://video.link/w/gXQFZ8Qb1_g
https://video.link/w/2McKepPKrx8
https://video.link/w/c1EcfIKU9q0

Promoting and
Maintaining the
Website




PROMOTING YOUR
SCHOOL
COUNSELING
WEBSITE

1. Announcements and
Newslebbers:

Include regular announcements about the

website in school newsletters, emails, or

other communications sent to students,

parents, and staff.

2. Presentations and

HESheS
During parent-teacher meetings, back-to-

school nights, or other school events, the
school counselor can give a brief presentation

about the website' s features and resources.

3. Collaboration wikth

Teachers
Partner with teachers to integrate website A

resources into classroom activities or
assignments. This collaboration can help ‘ =
drive traffic to the website. ‘

4.School Website Link

Ensure that the counseling website’s

ﬁ) link is prominently displayed on the
0 school's main website, making it
easily accessible for anyone visiting

the school's site.

S.Incentives and Contests

Organize incentives or contests

where students can explore your
website to find instructions, register

and participate.

6. Community Outre m:h

/ Collaborate with community 723/
mgmmaﬂﬂrﬁ. local businesses, or .
other stakeholders to promote the' "
website and its services. .
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DATA ANALYSIS AND ’
REPORTING :

Create reports or wisualirations 1o
DrCaarnt fFpe s-:-.lmlcnun::-uilng prisgrasm

dats in ¥ meaningful and actionable
format to all stake haldars

- COUNSELORS CAN GAIN INSIGHTS INTO THE WERSITE'S PERFORMA
IMPACT OF THEIR COUNSELING SERVICES.

PEHAVIOR. AND THE




GOOQ le a3 ™ statcounter
Analytics CLICKY i







Contact Information
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